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o the worthily Honour d William Bromley, Eſq; 
and Mrs. Margaret Bromley his Lady, the ſor- 
rowful Parents of the valuable Party Deceaſed. 
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OCH 3s the State of Men of my Profeſſion, that we have 
) wot only always our Pariſhes, but ſometimes the harder 
Tust of a great part of Counties to pleaſe ; which has truly 
een my Caſe : For Onrs ſcem'd to think it had ſo much of 
Death in the loſs of this extraordinary young Woman, that 
iwould\ not endure, that any thing relating to Her ( however 
deſerving of it) ſhould die beſides. Hence 'twas, that my 
Papers (as if I had been ſome great Criminal againſt the State) 
rere in a manner ſeiz'd, bythe lawful Authority of my Coun- 
ry 5 and by a ſevere Judgment upon em Sentenc'd to Live; 
md I am nom become liable to anſwer for them, at the Bar 
very private Houſe. But fo unwilling mas I to be thought 
be firit that ever miſrepreſented-this Excellent Perſon to the 
World, that, I can truly ſay, I parted with em (in the 
rarer T did with the valuable SubjeF thereof) with great 
egret, and much Trouble; deſigning the Injury I had done 
er Memory ſhould be kept very private (as if I had repent- 
d of it) had not ſome, that loved Her intirely, made it a 
hic Wrong ; and proclaimed what I ſpake in the Ear, 

in the Cloſet, (within the Walls of a ſmall Church) upon 

the Houſe top : Such Damage may we ſometimes receive, 

om our bet Friends. But to caſt no more weight upon 

this Motive than it ought to bear, there was one which ought 

to ſuperſede more. I could not tell but God, in his wiſe 
Previdence, might pleaſe to compenſate this ſhort Life, by 
engt bning Her time of Action, and permit this great Lover 
If doing Good to be doing more here, whilit She was recei- 
Ning the Reward of what Tm. had already done, in ns: 
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But one Part (I confeſs) I acted upon pure Choice, in 
pitching upon You for this Dedication 3 and to have ad. 
dreſſed it elſewhere, had been to have taken Your beloved 
Daughter from You a Second time; an act of Severity I could 
not but tremble at the thoughts of. But leſt I ſhould be 
called to an Account, for the Wrong done, in not letting 
the World ſooner know this wonderful youns Woman wa 
ever in it ; 1 appeal to Your many Charitable Viſits, for the truth, 
777 long Illneſs , and which the World will be forward ti 

elieve to have been my ſtate, by the Characters of Weakneſi| 
upon this Performance. 

That God will pleaſe to ſanctiſy this grievous Affliction ti 
Von both; and in ſuch a manner bleſs and proſper the re 
mainder of Your Families, that You may find all the Com 
forts in one Daughter, You promis'd Your ſelves in Two 
Lengthen the Life of the Child, by adding thoſe Days to it 
it pleas'd his Wiſdom to cut off from the Mother's ; take hin 
under the ſame Conduct (that of his Bleſſed Spirit) She eve 
was ; and ſo fully inſtruct him what She had ſo well learn d. 
that he may ſo perfectly reſemble Her, in = Performanc: 
of Her Duty to God, and Obedience to Her Parents; that 
Ton may comfort Your ſelves with the belief, that Your dear 
Daughter is ſtill with You, not yet gone to Heaven, is th 
earneſt Prayer of, 
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SIX. 
and 
MADAM, 


Your Moſt Affectionate, 
and Moſt oblig'd Humble Servant, 


GEORGE WALLS. 


PSALM XXXIX. iv. 


Lord make me to know mine end, and the meaſure 
of my days, what it is, that I may know how 


frail I am. 
Or as our Old Tranſlation has the Words: 


Let me know mine end, and the number of my days, 
that I may be certified how long I have to live. 


HE Words, as they ſtand in either Tran- 

ſation, ſeem at firſt view, to imply Holy 

David's Prayer, That God would pleaſe, 

ſome way or other, to diſcover to him 

the time of his Death; vouchſafe him a particular 
Revelation of the number of his Days ; let him 
know when he was to go hence, and be no more ſeen : 
And to this Senſe, a Learned Commentator gives his 
Paraphraſe upon them : © Lord, if it he thy Sacred 
Will, that I ſhould be cut off by mine Enemies, 
that I ſhould not long live to diſcharge that Office 
to which thou haſt call'd me; if for my Sins this 
© be decreed againſt me, as one unfit to be farther 
* imploy'd, or honour'd, or own'd by thee ; then 
be thou pleas d ſome way to reveal this part of thy 
Will to me, that I may know what to expect, and 
« accordingly which way to turn and prepare my 
« ſelf, But why I conceive, that the juſt meaning 
of the Pſalmiſi's Prayer is not exhibited to us oy: 
this 
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this Paraphraſe; and that he did not ask of God, 
that any ſuch Revelation (concerning the preciſe 
time of his Death) ſhould be made ; I ſhall endea- 
vour to aſſign Reaſons, in the Proceſs of my Diſ- 
courſe. And though I dare not fall in with the hard 
terms of Calvins Charge (whoſe Heart was ſome- 
times hot within him, and the Fire burnt there too) 
who ſays, upon the Words of my Text, That 
David here wanted Temper ; was in an Exceſs, 
and ſinfully tranſported, in that he expoſtulates with 
God ; tis plain, the Holy Man was under great 
diſturbance of Mind, and diſquiet of Thought, about 
the Profperity of wicked Men, and his own Suffer- 
ings from em, notwithſtanding his ſtrongeſt Re- 
ſolves to the contrary; as will evidently appear, 
from the beginning of the Pſalm to the fourth Verſe: 
Which a late Learned Writer having well conſider'd, 
lets us into a more eaſy and rational Senſe of 'em, 
than they ſeem to offer to us in our own Tranſlati- 
ons, or the Paraphraſe before-mention'd:; and thus 
exhibits their meaning : © Lord, I do not murmur, 
nor repine at my Sufferings; but that I may be 
able to bear them ſtill patiently, make me ſenſible 
(I humbly beſeech thee) how ſhort this frail Life 
is, and how ſoon it will have an end; that duly 
* conſidering this, I may be the leſs concern'd about 
the Miſeries I endure, which will end together 
c with it. And the Words thus underſtood, mani- 
feſtly contain a moſt powerful Argument, for the 
quieting of our Spirits, and compoſing of our Minds, 
under any Difficulties of Providence, relating to the 

Reaſons 
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Deo Expoſftular. Calvin. in Loc. 
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Reaſons of our Sufferings in this Lite, by afluring 
us that our Deliverer is at Hand ; for it we bear in 
our Minds, that our Days are but a Span long, we 
have the juſt meaſure of our Troubles too. 
I proceed now to ſhew Reaſons, Why I cannot con- 
ceive, that David, in the Words of my Text, pray'd for 
an efpecial Revelation, that the preciſe time of his 
Death might be made known to him : which when 
T have aſſign d, I ſhall conſider the force of the Mo- 
tive they, underſtood in this laſt Senſe, contain, 
in order to a quiet Submiſſion, and chearful Reſig- 
nation of our ſelves to the Will of Gad, under the 
barſheſt Uſage, and rougheſt Treatment, we may 
meet with in this World. | 

I. Then; A Prayer conceiv'd in fuch terms, as to 
have the Revelation of the preciſe time of one's 
Death for the matter of it, 1s without Precedent, 
for ought appears in Scripture ; and hath no war- 
rant from the Practice of any other good Man Re- 
corded there. | 

IT. Such a Revelation, if made to Men, would 
mainly prejudice the temporal Intereſts, and out- 
ward Proſperity of Mankind, and prove the greateſt 
Obſtruction to an orderly courſe of Buſineſs in the 
World, | 

III. Such a Diſcovery would not have that good 
Influence upon Religion neither, as ſome are apt to 
fancy it might. 

I. A Prayer conceiv'd in ſuch terms, as to have 
the Revelation of the preciſe time of one's Death for 
the matter of it, is without Precedent, for ought ap- 


ears in Scripture z and hath no warrant from the 
Pradice of any other good Man recorded there. 


Hezekiah, 
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Hezekiah, tis true, had a Revelation from God, 
by the Prophet Iſaiah, that his Days were numbred ; 
that he ſhould ſet his Houſe in Order, for he ſhould 
die and not live: Tho' the Decree, upon his Prayer 
and Tears, was revers'd ; its Execution ſuſpended 
Fifteen Years, But he that reads the Writing of 
in Loc. Hezekiah (which is conceiv'd by Grotius, to be di- 
| ctated to him by the Prophet, before he left the ſick 
Man's Chamber) will find little reaſon to believe, 
| that he ever made ſuch a Diſcovery the ſubje& mat- 
| ter of his Prayers. Hear the Agony of Complaint 
. the dreadful News r = 9 : L ſaid, in ” 
cutting off of my days, 42 go to the gates of the 
be > 7.2 3 of the reſedue of my =y 1 
ſaid, I ſhall not fre the Lord, even the Lord in the land 
| of the living : I ſhall behold man no more with the in- 
! habitants of the world. Mine age is departed, and ir 
ö removed from me as a ſhepherd"'s tent. I have cut off, 
| like a weaver, my life : he will cut me off with pining 
fickneſs : from day even till night wilt thou make ax 
end of me. I reckowd till morning, that as a lion ſo 
will he break al my bones : from day even till night 
wilt thou make an end of me. Like a crane or a ſwal- 
| low, ſo did I chatter : I did mourn as a dove, &c. 
| This is not the Language of one that thought ſuch 
| 2 Revelation defirable, or ſo much as tolerable. 
4. 6. And whereas St. Paul tells Timothy, that he was now 
| ready to be offered ; and that the time of his departure 
| was at hand : This was none of the Revelations he 

was, above other Apoſtles, priviledg'd with; but 
{ a Knowledge he might eaſily, and in a more natural 
| * 
| way, come by. For whether this ſecond Epiſtle to 
Timothy was wrote at his firſt coming to Rome, when 
| | he was in ſo much danger of the mouth of the lion 
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(as Dr. Cave would have it) at his Fr anſwer before 


rd ſtood with him, and ſtrengthned him; or at his 7 
econd coming thither, a little before his Martyr- 
om under that Tyrant, (as Exſebius, and the An- 
ients, and many Moderns ſeem to be of Opinion) 
owever this be, the Words relating to his being of- 
tered, and the time of his departure being at hand, might 
be utter'd by him, without any aſſurance from Re- 
velation concerning the point of it; for twas eaſy 
or him to foreſee his Death, the Sentence of which 
e long had in himſelf, being now in the Hands of 
his cruel Perſecutor; for no leſs a Crime (amongſt 


* 


thers of that Nature) than having Converted Pop- 
pe Sabina (one of his Concubines) to the Chriſtian 
Faith; an Offence never to be pardon'd by an Em- 
peror, that rag'd and was mad with Luſt, as well 
as Paſſion : But if this had never been his caſe, and 


he had not been a ſecond time in the Mouth of this 
Lion, that he was ſure would devour him; twas no 
very ſtrange thing for ſuch 4 one as Paul the aged (as 
he ſtiles himſelf in his Epiſtle to Philemon) drawing 
ear his Seventieth Year, and in the time of a gene- 
ral Perſecution, to believe, and pronounce upon 
that Belief, that the time of his departure was at hand. 
Nay, he could ſcarce have believ'd otherwiſe, conſi- 
pering the courſe of Nature, and the ſtate of Things; 
Without the aſſurance of ſome Revelation to the con- 
ary. And the like Account may be given of that 


ug that ſhortly I mut put off this my tabernacle, even as 
r Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed me. Which Words 
ter to the manner of his Death, by Crucifixion +; 
nd not to any preciſe time of it receiv'd from Re- 
lation, as may appear from the 215 of St. John's 
F B Goſpel, 


Nero, when he ſays, No man ſtood with hin, but the 2 Tim. 4 16, 


Faſlage of St. Peter, where he ſays of himſelf, Enom- 2 Pet. 1. 12. 
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ohn 21, 13, where the Words ſtand thus, When thou wai? young Z 


19. 


* Dr. Ham Priſon, in the * 67th Year of Chriſt, i. e. 34 Yea 


_ wy after, his great Age cannot reaſonably be call'd i 


gument. Ep 


Goſpel, to which the marginal Reference directs us; 
thou girded ſt thy ſelf, and walked whither thou would- FH 
ef? ; but when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth * 
thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee | 
whither thon wouldeſt not And it immediately fol- 
lows, This ſpake he, ſignifying by what death he ſhould 
glorify God. So that if this be a parallel Place to that 
of St. Peter, (as our Engliſh Tranſlators thought it 
was) the way only he ſhould receive his Crown of 
Martyrdom in, is expreſs'd in both. | 
But there was no need of a Revelation to inform 
him, that he ſhould ſhortly put off his tabernacle ; for. 
tho' I do not find it well agreed upon, what St. Peter 
Age preciſely was, tis more than probable, he arri 
ved to a great one; for beſides that, much time wa 
needful for the doing ſo much Buſineſs in, his great 
Maſter had charg'd upon his Hands; and that Trutlf 
it ſelf had foretold he ſhould live to be Old; Com 
mentators impute St. John's out-running him, i: 
their Race to our Saviour's Sepulchre, to the Diſth 
bilities of his Age for making more ſpeed. Now i 
this was St. Peter's State at our Lord's Reſurrectio 
and he wrote this ſecond Epiſtle in the Mamertir 


3 neee 


queſtion. And then thoſe eminent Forerunner, 
our Faith, being wiſer and better Reaſoners from th 
Premiſes of Age, to the neceſſary Concluſion [ Death, 
than we unhappily ſhew our ſelves to be, tis 1 
wonder that St. Peter, without any Revelatio 
ſhould make the juſt Inference, concerning the ne: 
approach of his Death: Add to this, that he bei 
now not only Nature's Priſoner, but Nero's too, | 

| 


— — 
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mn the time of a general Perſecution, nay of a particu- 
„ lar one alſo, for no leſs a Crime, than having, 'By 
15 his Prayers, compaſs d the Death of his greateſt Fa- 


. y 
, could he expect, but that from the Priſon of his 
l. Body? 


740 The Argument then that I ſnhall form, from my 
e not being able to diſcover, that other good Men 
1 ever made any Prayer to God, for a Revelation of 

the preciſe time of their Death, for the fortifying 


ol | my Opinion, that David did not make any ſuch in 
the Words of my Text, is this ; That the lawful 
10 | ſubje& Matter of Prayer is to all Men the ſame: 


That the ſpiritual Wants they are liable to, are equal: 
That the Means of providing againſt em, are laid 
open, and made common to all good Men, by that 
God that can no more be a Reſpecter of Souls than 
of Perſons : That Men are alike under Obligation 
to pray for all neceſſary and profitable helps to Pie- 
ty and Vertue : And therefore the Inference ſeems 
to be good; That becauſe it doth not appear, that 
any good Men in Scripture have conceiv d and of- 
fer'd Prayers to this: Effect, and for ſuch Purpoſes 
there was good reaſon why they:ſhould not; either 
fom a belief that ſuch Prayers were vain or 
ſumptuous, or upon ſome other account faulty; and 
conſequently, that Holy David did not offer up any 
ſuch in this Pſalm. Nor may we have recourſe to 
any thing peculiar.and appropriate to his Perfon or 
Circumſtances, that might exempt, and ſet him at 
liberty, from the common Laws and Boundaries of 
the Devotions of other good Men, or priviledge him 
to pray beſides the Rule, and beyond the Warrant 
of their Faith and Practice. We ſind, indeed, many 
B 2 great 
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19. 


and he wrote this ſecond Epiſtle in the Mamertin 
Dr. Eam Priſon, in the * 67th Year of Chriſt, i. e. 34 Year 


23 after, his great Age cannot reaſonably be call'd i 


Ar- 


Goſpel, to which the marginal Reference dire&sus ; 
thn 21, 13, where the Words ſtand thus, When thou wait young 
thou girdedSt thy ſelf, and walkedS$t whither thou would- 
eit ; but when thou ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth © 
thy hands, and another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee © 
whit her thon wouldeſt not And it immediately fol- 
lows, This ſpake he, ſignißing by what death he ſbould 
glorify God. So that if this be a parallel Place to that 


of St. Peter, (as our Engliſh Tranſlators thought it 


was) the way only he ſhould receive his Crown of 


Martyrdom in, is expreſs'd in both. 
But there was no need of a Revelation to inform 


him, that he ſhould ſhortly put off his tabernacle ;, fort 


tho'I do not find it well agreed upon, what St. Peter 


Age preciſely was, tis more than probable, he arri. 
ved to a great one; for beſides that, much time was 


needful for the doing ſo much Buſineſs in, his great 
Maſter had charg'd upon his Hands; and that Trutly 
it ſelf had foretold he ſhould live to be Old; Com 

mentators impute St. John's out-running him, ii 
their Race to our Saviour's Sepulchre, to the Diſah 
bilities of his Age for making more ſpeed. Now i: 

this was St. Peter's State at our Lord's Reſurre@ionþ 


i 
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queſtion. And then thoſe eminent Forernnners | 
our Faith, being wiſer and better Reaſoners from th 
Premiſes of Age, to the neceſſary Concluſion [ Death, 


than we unhappily ſhew our ſelves to be, *tis n} 
wonder that St. Peter, without any Revelatio 
ſhould make the juſt Inference, concerning the ne- 
approach of his Death: Add to this, that he bein 
now not only Nature's Priſoner, but Nero's too, i 
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the time of a general Perſecution, nay of a particu- 
lar one alſo, for no lefs a Crime, than having, 
his Prayers, compaſsd the Death of his greateſt Fa- 
vourite, Simon Magus: 
could he expect, but that from the Priſon of his 
Body? 


What other Goal - delivery 


The Argument then that I ſhall form, from my 


| not being able to diſcover, that other good Mer 


ever made any Prayer to God, for a Revelation of 


the preciſe time of their Death, for the fortifying 
my Opinion, that David did not make any ſuch in 


the Words of my Text, is this; That the lawful 


ſubject Matter of Prayer is to all Men the ſame 2 


That the ſpiritual Wants they are liable to, are equal: 


That the Means of providing againſt em, are laid 
open, and made common to all good Men, by that 
God that can no more be a Reſpecter of Souls than 
of Perſons: That Men are alike under Obligation 
to pray for all neceſſary and profitable helps to Pie- 


ty and Vertue: And therefore the Inference ſeems 


to be good; That becauſe it doth not appear, that 


any good Men in Scripture have conceiv d and of- 
fer d Prayers to this Effect, and for ſuch Purpo 


ſes 3 
there was good reaſon why they ſhould not; either 
ſtom a belief that ſuch Prayers were vain or pre- 
ſumptuous, or upon ſome other account faulty; and 
conſequently, that Holy David did not offer up any 
ſuch in this Palm. Nor may we have recourſe to 
any thing peculiar and appropriate to his Perſon or 
Circumſtances, that might exempt, and ſet him at 
liberty, from the common Laws and Boundaries of 
the Devotions of other good Men, or priviledge him 
to pray beſides the Rule, and beyond the Warrant 
of their Faith and Practice. Wefind, indeed, many 
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great and gracious Promiſes made to him, and to 
others for his ſake ; aſtoniſhing Protections vouch- 
ſafed his Perſon, and wonderful Providences atten. : 
ding upon and watching over it ; whereby God de. 
livered David out of all his troubles e But muſt he 
therefore let him into his hidden Secrets; unfold | 
the Decrees of Life and Death to him? Muſt he, 
that delivered his ſoul from death, and his feet from | 
falling, acquaint him of the preciſe time when they | 
ſhall tumble upon the dark mountains £ Such Know- 
ledge ſure muſt be too wonderful for him, that the 
Son of David, as to his humane Nature, could not 
attain unto ; for of that day and hour alſo knoweth mo | 
man ; no not the angels that beſin heaven, neither the | 
Son, but the Father ! | 
II. Such a Revelation would mainly prejudice the | 
temporal Intereſts, and out ward Proſperity of Man- 
kind ; and prove the greateſt Obſtrucxion to an or- 
derly courſe of Buſineſs in the World. 
For tis certainly much for the temporal Felicity, 
and preſent Advantage of the World, that Men put the | 
evil Day far from them; (tho tis a moſt fatal Miſcarri- 
age to the Perſons themſelves that do ſo) that God 
has ſo ordered things, in reference to the time of | 
Men's going hence, as to leave 'em under a Poffibilit 
of deceiving themſelves, by believing well and ho- | 
ping comfortably of the Duration of Life, notwith- | 
ſtanding all the Rebates of thoſe mortifying Chara- 
ters of Frailty and Uncertainty it lies under: For | 
ſhould it be otherwiſe, and were the fatal Hour laid 
open, the Warrant fign'd for Execution. day, to be 
read by all the Sons of Adam, under their Father's 
Condemnation ; What a wretched miſerable World 
ſhould we have to live in? Negligence would ſuffer 


the 
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the Briars and Thorns to grow and multiply, which 
Original Sin had planted in the Earth : Labour and 
Induſtry would fail, Contrivance and Improvement 
be at an end. Our Deſigns would be but narrowly 
Jaid at firſt, or ſoon be dropt and daſhd in pieces 
again, by ſuch an amazing Diſcovery, There would 
be no ſuch things as great Projectors, and brave Un- 
dertakers in the World. The Mind would contra& 
it ſelf, ſhrink up, and become too ſtrait for Enter- 
prize, and too confin'd for Diſcovery. All the free 
and generous Sallies of Men's Thoughts, whereby 
the Underſtanding opens and enlarges it ſelf totake 
in the Treaſures of Knowledge, would be repreſs'd, 
and beaten back : Invention crampt, Curioſity ſtopt, 
Arts and Sciences lye undiſcover'd : A damp would 
fall upon Buſineſs, and a deadneſs upon Trade ; 
and Men's purſuit of both would be manag'd with 
ſo little Zeal and Vigour, carried on with ſo much 
Coldneſs and Indifference, as if they were almoſt 
Dead too. The Intereſts of Civil Societies would 
be wholly diſregarded, or but negligently applied 
to. Men would not be ſo uſeful in their Stations, 
or ſerviceable to the Publick ; for there's a Freedom 
of the Spirit neceſfary to make it a publick one; and 
great Actions can never be ſupported and main- 
rain'd, under the conſtant Diſcipline, and inſufferable 
Weight of great Fears; and Men can make no ſpeed, 


nor move to any purpoſe, with ſuch heavy Chains, 


and with ſuch a Load of Fetters upon em as theſe : 
So that if we will but allow the Preſervation and 
Welfare of the World to be the Care of God's Wil- 
dom, as the Making of it was the Effect of his Pow- 
er, we muſt juſtify his way of dealing with us, in 
reference to the Uncertainties he has left us under, 
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as to the time of our going hence ; for if he that 
numbers our Days had taught us to count 'em tog, 
and let us know preciſely when the Reckoning would 
be up, he had defeated his own Expectations from 
us, and diſturb'd the State and Order of Things he 
had ſettled by the Appointments of his Wiſdom. 
Men would not be ſo great in their Profeſſions, nor 
ſo conſiderable in their Callings : The free courſe 
of their Thoughts, neceſſary to uſeful Enquiries and 
ſucceſsful Studies, would by this means be check't, 


and interrupted : The frightful Proſpect would 


drive em back from all other Advances, and the know- 
ledge when the Day was, wou'd ſcarce let em know 
any thing elſe : Shed ſuch a fatal Ignorance upon 
the Desk and the Pulpit, and ſcatter ſo much Dark- 
neſs about the Bar and the Bench, that Men would 
be forc'd to grope for Truth and Juſtice, without 
being able to find either. And if there were a Book 
of Death ( as there is one of Life ) in which our 
Names were written, that lay always open before 
us, we ſhould be apt to be ever poring there ; and 
ſo to dwell upon the ſad Contents of it, as to read 
nothing elſe, and become no wiſer than that uſeleſs 
Book could make us. Beſides, if Death was ſtrip't 
of all its Darkneſs, and expos'd to our view, our natu- 
ral Obligations would be very imperfectly diſcharg'd, 
by us, our Families not in due manner provided for; 
and what an admirable Revelation would this be, 
that would make us worſe than Infidels 2 The con- 
tinuance of the World would not ſufficiently be ta- 
ken care of ; nor the Propagation of Mankind fo 
well proceed in the Order it now does ; for Men 
would not be ſo forward to enter thoſe Societies by 
which Succeſſion is maintain'd and provided for : 

Make 
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Make choice of a conjugal State, which they fore- 
ſaw a ſpeedy, fix t, and certain Diſſolution of; and 
ſo leave the helpleſs Remains of a miſerable Fami- 
ty, to the inhoſpitable Treatment of an uncharita- 
ble, miſchievous, and injurious World : For though 
God's Providence, as well as his Mercies, is over aff 
his Works ; tis Preſumption, defignedly to caſt more 
upon that Protection, (as great and ſecure as tis) 
than neceſſity requires; as all would do, that know- 
ing their Death is near, from the Aſſurance of Re- 
velation, would begin to build and raiſe up a Fami- 
ly, when they knew they were falling themſelves : 
So that tho God ſhould pleaſe to vouchſafe ſuch a 
Diſcovery to fome few Men, for particular Ends and 
hidden Reaſons in his Providence ; ſuch a Revela- 
tion ought not to become the ſubject Matter of our 
Prayers, or any thing to be ask'd of God; the Know- 
ledge of which would affect the World in ſo injuri- 
ous a manner, that would narrow the Capacitics, and 
curb the Powers of our Minds, fetter our Thoughts, 
and make em uncomfortable to our ſelves, and uſe- 
leſs to others; make us neither wiſe nor profitable in 
our Generations ; ſtrip our Spirits of the great Qua- 
lification that can commend 'em, all Care and Con- 
cern for the Publick ; that would pull us back from 


the Rewards of Vertue) Riches and Honour; in- 


tail Ignorance and Poverty on the World, and run 
counter to, and thwart the Benediction of God him- 
ſelf upon the Firſt Man and Woman, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and repleniſh the Earth. 

III. Such a Revelation would not have that good 
Influence upon Religion neither, as ſome are apt to 
fancy: For 'twould make bad Men worſe ; and hin- 


der the ha Progreſs of good Men too. 
* S 157, *'T would 
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1, Twould make bad Men worſe : For if they 
can once find the evil Day put far from em; and that 
their laſt Sun is not to Set till after Seventy, or per- 
haps Fourſcore Years, they'll find another uſe for 
the many intermediate ones, than to employ em only 
in melanch oly Subſerviencies tothe laſt, and ſo make 
thoſe Evil too. If their Lord will fo long delay his 
coming, they may (they think) yet miſuſe their Fel. 
low-ſervants, and alter their Conduct time enough 
in the Houſe, If the Bridegroom will come ſo late, 
why ſhould they go out to meet him, ſo long before 
the time appointed for his coming ? They will Hus- 
band their Time better, and their Money too, than 
lay it out in a dead Purchaſe ; and count it a Folly 
in any Virgins, to buy their Oil too ſoon, next to 
that of buying it too late. The time for Repentance 

would cially be poſt-pon'd, and the Nature of it 
miſtaken ; and they would not be ſollicitous for the 
ſigning of their Peace with God, till the laſt Day 
allotted em for their coming in. So that ſuch a 
Revelation made by God, would let Men looſe from 


his Service the greateſt part of their Lives ; and be- 


get falſe Opinions in *em concerning the neceſſity of 


Religion, till ſuch a time as the Practice of it can 
do *em no good. But 


2dly, Such a Revelation would be likely to hin- 


der the happy Progreſs of good Men themſelves, in 
their courſe of Piety and Vertue. 


For moſt of the Chriſtian Vertues would be in 
danger of being loſt, and cruſh'd in pieces by the 
weight of Sorrow, ſwallow'd up in Prayers, wafted 
away in Sighs, or drown'd in Tears : The contem- 
plative Duties of Religion would be apt to diſmiſs, 
and ſhut out the active; and the heavineſs of Spe- 
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culation incapacitate for the Liberty and Freedom of 
Practice. They would be ſo taken up in the Cloſet, 
that all other Buſineſs of the Houſe would be little re- 
garded, if not quite neglected by em; and they would 
be ſo earneſtly intent upon the ſtriking of the laſt fatal 
Hour, that they would little conſider how the other 
parts of their Day, in which they ſhould provide for 
it, paſt away. The Order of the Mind (that is neceſ- 
ſary to a right and equal diſcharge of its Obligations) 
would hereby be ſubverted ; and the Subſerviency of 
the Affections to each other (which is ever requiſite to 
the Regularity of its Operations) diſplac'd and taken 
away. Some of the moſt wakeful Paſſions of the Soul 
would take the dreadful Alarm, and ſtart up ; become 
ſo reſtleſs themfelves, that they would let nothing elſe 
be quiet, or uſeſully employ'd there. Fear, that (whilſt 
in its proper Station, and within its juſt Bounds, main- 
ly aſſiſts the Soul in all her important Buſineſs, and has 
an Hand in every thing ſhe does well) {lies out upon 
the amazing Proſpect, and puts every thing into Con- 
fuſion ; hinders all rational Performance, and renders 
her whole Powers uſeleſs and unprofitable. In the 
- Tumult and Diſorder ſhe falls into, at the near approach 
of this laſt Enemy, ſhe isſo diſabled from making any 
due Preparations to meet him, that her Weakneſs then 
_ chiefly betrays it ſelf ; for the Mind that has loſt its 
Order, conſequently has its Strength too ; for when 
the Diſtinction of its Thoughts is gone, they fall foul 
upon and deſtroy themſelves ; its Acts undermine each 
other; the Fears of it are too many and too big for its 
Cares ; its great Hurry does no Buſineſs, and all its 
Motion makes no way. $9 that the Wiſdom of God, 
in order to make Death moſt uſeful to the beſt of Men, 


could not otherwiſe have diſpos'd of it than he has 
C done: 
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done: For to be afſur'd, that it maſt once come, and 
to be as certain that at any time it may, is enough to 
ſtrike as much awe upon the Mind as it can well bear 3 
and is ſufficient to impreſs Fear upon the Spirit, as deep 
as is agreeable to the Ends of all Religious Fear; which 
is to diſpoſe us to do our Duty carefully, and with the 
Conſiſtency of theParts of it to each other. More ſight 
of Death than this we need not have, we cannot bear; 
Ad. 1. 7.*tis not for us to know the times and ſeaſons of it, which 
Pſa. 139, lhe Father has put in his own power. Such knowledge is 
6. too wonderful for us, we cannot attain unto it : Tis too 
uſeleſs to be deſir'd by us, it edifieth not; tis too dan- 
gerous for our State; we may not be able to ſupport 
our ſelves, or do our Duty under it. Such a Reveta- 
tion is not to be coveted by us; ſuch a Diſcovery to 
be ſought after, that may let in Amazement with the 
Light it brings, and aſtonifh with the Information it 
gives us ; for to be acquainted of the Day, when we 
{hall meet the cruel Enemy, and the point of time we 
muſt fall by his Hand, would prove a notice too diſpi- 
riting and full of Horror, that we ſhould faint in our 
Advances towards him ; have the ſting of death always 
E 2.15, in us, the ſorrows of it encompaſſing us about, and through | 
fear of death, we ſbould be all our life-time ſubject to bon- 
dage. There is no good uſe to be made of the Know- 
ledge of the juſt number of our Days, but what may 
be made without it, if we pleaſe ; and the ſtate we are 
in gives us all the Motives to prepare and be ready for 
Death, that our Natures are capable of profiting by; 
and to have a farther Revelation may make our Lives 
teſs comfortable, but adds no Peace or Conſolation to 
our Deaths : And ſuch a Difcovery, if granted to out 
Prayers, might give us reaſon to repent of our Curio- 
fity as well as of our Sins. Which brings me to conſider, 
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Laſtly, The force of the Motive contain'd in the 
Words, underſtood as a Prayer of David's, that God 
would pleaſe to make him ſenſible how frail this ſhort 
Life is, and how ſoon *twill have an end, in order to 
diſpoſe us to a quiet Submiſſion, and chearful Reſigna- 
tion to his Will, under the harſheſt Uſage and rough- 
eſt Treatment we may meet with in this World. 

And if this one Conſideration were well rooted in 
our Minds, and ſettled in our Spirits, *twould ſo quiet 
and compoſe them under all the croſs Accidents of Life, 
that twould ſuperſede the whole Art of Content ment; 
render the Treaties of Conſolation uſeleſs; and at 
once diſmiſs all the Rules of the Philoſophers, for the 
Government of our ſelves under the perverſeſt Conduct 
of a vexatious World. For to bear in our Thoughts, 
that tho our Enemies encompaſs us round, we have a 
certain Deliverer at Hand, that will ſoon reſcue us from 
the troubleſome Encloſure: That we have a Balſam 
within our reach, that will ſpeedily heal all the Wounds 
they can give us; and a Death in near Proſpect, that 
will infallibly allay their Rage, and for ever cool the 
Inflammation of em: That our Frame cannot bear 
much, nor our Life long: That the ſtroke is making at 
us that no other blow can follow, is not only enough 
to make us quiet, but inſulting too ; to deſpiſe and 
mock at the Impotency of that Rage that muſt ſo ſoon 
be ſpent, can never trouble us more. Since God then 
has given us ſuch a Make and Frame, that will preſent- 
ly free it ſelf from all the Spite and Cruelty of our Per- 

ſecutors ; and no Oppreſſor can lie long upon us, be- 
cauſe we are not; nor very heavily neither, ſince our 
Compoſition is ſuch, that we ſhall be cruſh't in pieces by 
the Load : Since our Reſting-place the Grave is near, 
whither he cannot follow us 3 nay, is deſperately afraid 
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to come : Since the Torments the Devils of this World 
can inflict, are far from an eternal Duration, and ſo 
different from what they themſelves are like to ſuffer 
for their ſo doing: Since many Arrows of wicked Men, 
how skilfully ſoever directed, cannot fall within an 
Hand's breadth of the compaſs of our Days; and we 
need not fear the contrary Winds that blow againft us, 
ſince the Vapour (which St. James ſtiles our Life) by 
any ſtrong Blaſt muſt vaniſh away: We ought not to 
be ruffled, or much diſordered by ſuch Afflictions, as 
the Apoſtle could not find a meaſare in time for; and 
therefore ſays, they are but for a moment; and carry 
this good Reaſon with em againſt any Complaints, 
that they cannot long be complain'd of. 
And as this Confideration of our Frailty, duly im- 
preſs'd upon our Minds, would be mainly inſtructive 
of our Paſſive Duties ; *twould furniſh us with equal 
Motives to our active ones alſo ; for if we have ſo 
ſhort a time to work in, we (ſhould not only not be idle, 


but be filling up the little ſpace, not only with ſuch a | 
number of good Actions as 'twill poſſibly take, but with 


thoſe of the beſt kind, and higheſt quality : Sow our 
ſmall ſpot of Ground not, barely, with as much Seed 
as *twill bear, but of the prime choiceſt ſort too. We 
ſhould take off the Reproach that is caft upon our Life, 
by thoſe mean and low Compariſons of it, to a Sha- 
dow, Vapour, vain Shew, Gc. by evidencing what 
great things may be done in it; and ſhewing how much 
tis capable of; and that as ſhort as our Day is, our Sal- 
vation ma) be world ont in it, and our whole Buſineſs 
done before the Night comes. Thus we ſhall be ever 
in our Arms, and ſo always prepar'd againſt any Sur- 


priſe from the laſt Enemy. Then David's Prayer, 


Fithout any new Revelation, (in the beſt and higheſt 
| | Senſe 
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Senſe 'tis capable of) is granted us; we know our end, 
and that*twill be a bleſſed and glorious one. We have 

ray'd with David, and ſhall praiſe with David too 
hn our parts in the great, endleſs Hallelujah, with 
all the chief Muſicians, and Royal Pfalmiſts of the 
Heavenly Quire. 


Tho' I have done with my Text, there yet remains 
a great Particular to be ſpoken to; and ſince She that 
is Dead yet ſpeaketh, tis not only a Warrant to the Liv- 
ing to do it, but a Reproach of their Injuſtice to be ſi- 
lent upon the great Occaſion. I confeſs, I never had 
the Skill, or thrifty Management, to get a Stock of Cha- 
racters ready made by me (as the Men of Trade have 
ſome Funeral Garments for Bodies of all Sizes) to be- 


ſtow indifferently and at random, upon any that had 


occaſion for em. And there ſeems to be ſuch an ad- 
mirable Variety in eminently Vertuous Perſons, that 
nothing can become them ſo well, as what is made ex- 
preſly for them. Leaving therefore ſuch of my Pro- 
feſſion as deal this way, to the eaſe of their good Hus- 
bandry, in dreſſing all the Dead (as if they were pay- 
ing Obedience to the Act of Parliament) in the very 
ſame Materials ; I ſhall endeavour ſo to ſuit this ſmall 
part of her Character, to the valuable Party for whom 
tis deſign'd, that thoſe that read it (and knew her) 
may ſay *twas made only for her; and as exactly fits 
her, as the Cloaths that (whilſt living) ſhe wore z and 
that the little I have offer'd upon the Occaſion, has 
been with that Truth ſhe ever delighted to ſpeak. 

I know it has been Cuſtomary upon theſe Occaſions, 
(when the Quality of the Subject ſo well bears it) to 
act the Herald's part, before that of the Divine; and 
for the Preacher to give an account how well the Par- 
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ty deceaſed was Born, before he does how well he had | 
Liv'd. But I take this Uſage to be an unſeaſonable 
Sacrifice to ſome Family or Relations; a Lecture of 
Pride read in the Face of the mortifying Spectacle, and 
a reminding them of their Honour when they ſee it Iying 
in the Duit ; but wholly foreign to the proper Buſineſs | 
of a Funeral Sermon : Which I conceive to be this, to 
give ſuch Accounts of the Dead as the Living may pre- 
fit by; to point out the Way they went to Heaven, 
and preſs Men's following them in it, that they may | 
come thither alſo. But what Advantage can any Man 
make, in order to the other World, from being told, 
That the excellent Perſon that lately left us, deriv'd in 
2 dire& Line from the truly Noble Lord Chancellor 
Bromley ? (a Miniſter well becoming the Reign of ſo 
great a Queen.) Nay what uſe in order to this? Since 
thoſe that heard, or ſhall read this Diſcourſe, would 
not have their Families one jot rais'd by it, but would 
#ctain juſt the ſame Quality they had before. But She 
had Light enough of her own to ſhine by, (without 
borrowing any from the Luſtre of her Family which 
could ſo well ſpare it) that of her good Works, which 
Men ſeeing, might glorify their Father which is in Heaven. 
And to make amends for my not recounting her natu- 
ral, earthly Pedigree ; I ſhall take notice of her higher | 
Deſcent, her more Noble Extraction, her Spiritual and 
Heavenly Parentage. 

She was born of God; and a Child ſo beloved of 
her Heavenly Father, that twas not his Pleaſure She 
ſhould live longer out of his own Houſe, but took her 
from a World She had overcome, at a time of Life, be- | 
fore others begin to fight againſt it; to one, where 
She was to triumph after her Victory and Reign for 
ever with her Lord : And She had given the Tool 
| roofs | 
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ble | for whoſoever does the will of his Father, the ſame is his Ma. 12. 
of ter, and brother, and mother. She had the ſhorteſt 5“. 

ng | Childhood perhaps, that moſt Women have paſt thro': 
ben ſhe was aChild, not ſpeaking as Child, underſtand- 1 cor. u. 
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of ing as a Child, or thinking as a Child; but even then,“ 
to having put away childiſh things,) and became a great 
a. | Example of Piety and Vertue to the World, at an Age 
en. at which others are ſcarce known to be in it; and by 
ay | the wonderful ſpeed She made in her Journey, gave 
an | Evidence what a fair Race may be run, in that ſmall 
d. part of Eighteen or Nineteen Years, which is capable 
in | ofany uſeful Improvement ; and before moſt others 
or | can make themſelves ready, ſo much as to enter upon 
o theirs. By the earlieſt Dedication to Heaven, She 
ice ſeem'd (like the Child mention d Rev. 12.) caught up to 
la | God as ſoon as born, and by that means ſecur' d from the 
id Dragon that was ready to devour her. And having be- 
he gun well, and ſet out right, She did not (like ſome un- 
nel wary Travellers) go out of her way, at the firſt Turn- 
ch] ing that led off from it, but maintain d the ſtraitneſs of 
ber Courſe till ſhe had happily finiſh'd it. God had 
x, been pleas'd to beſtow natural Graces upon her Perſon 
u- with ſuch a liberal Hand, that Man could not but love 
er her; and ſoenrich'd her Mind with ſuch Spiritual ones, 
1d | that he himſelf could not but delight in her ; and thefe 
were ſo well grown in that little ſpace of time they had 
of | to live in from their firſt planting, that ſhew'd the Soil 
ne was very rich and good ; the early Births and firſt 
er Productions of her Soul (like thoſe of young Trees) 
e- being Fruits of the faireſt kind and largeſt ſize: And 
re had we made our Obſervations wiſely, we had not 
or promis'd our ſelves ſo long an Enjoyment of her, asthe 
ſt Flattery of our Hopes gave us: Since there were ſo many 
fs | Marks | 
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Marks and Characters of God's Property ſtampt upon 
her, as might have given us juſt reaſon to conclude, 
She would be ſoon call'd for by her great Owner. 
Her Underſtanding open d and grew ſo faſt, that it 
ſeem d not long deſign'd for this State of Darkneſs, but 
fram'd for that which is all Noon-day, pure Light, 
erfect Knowledge and Viſion. There was a becom- 
ing Reſervedneſs obſervable in her Temper, a decent 
ſhutting in of herſelf upon occaſion ; which ſhew'd 
there was ſomething valuable within that deſerved ſuch 
a Guard ; there being ſeldom any thing worth the 


keeping lodg'd in thoſe Rooms, the Doors of which 
ſtand always open. 


f ought happen'd to be done amiſs in the Family, | 


her Charity had a Veil always at Hand, to cover it with. 
This ready Advocate was ever provided of ſomethin 

to fay in behalf of the worſt Cauſe ; and was ſuch a 
Lover of Innocence, that ſhe would ſearch for it, and 
was defirous to find it, even where *twas not : And 
tho She had yet no ſeparate Family, She had Cares 
that were ſo; and ſo well employ'd them to the Spi- 
ritual Advantage of the Retainers to her Perſon, as if 
She believ'd their Souls were hers too. But this Sphere 
was too narrow for her active Pious Soul to move in; 
and therefore the whole Pariſh ſhar'd in her good Of- 
fices : And when others of her Rank and Age miſpent 
their Time in idle and infignificant Vifits (to ſay the 
beſt of them) She husbanded hers to uſeful Viſitations, 
entring the meaneſt, homelieſt Habitations of the Sick 
and Needy ; and by a Charity that enduveth all things, 
frequently took up in thoſe no very agreable Manſions ; 
where, by the different Miniſtries of her Hand, Heart, 
and Tongue, She brought Comfort and Light alſo, to 
thoſe Habitations of Miſery and Darkneſs. When She 


had 
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had brought any Infant to Baptiſm, She did not leave 
it at the Font too, (like many that forſake and renounce 

the Child at the ſame time, that in its Name they do 

its Spiritual Enemies) nor think it enough to give it a 
Chriſtian Name, unleſs She did a Chriſtian Practice too; 

and took a more conſcientious Care of the vertuous E- 
ducation of her adopted Spiritual Children, that moſt do 

of thoſe of their Fleſh : So much better does Grace diſ- 

charge its Obligations than Nature. 

When onght was to beamended in ſome young Gen- 
tlewomen of her Acquaintance, and her Age did not 
give her the Authority of a decent Reprover ; this 
young Reformer would depute a good Book to do the 

| Chriſtian Office for her; and artfully lead them to the 
place of it, where the Leſſon to be learnt lay; and ſo 
took care, that they might read that Duty which they 
could not fo decently, or with ſo good effect hear from 
her Mouth. 
* Notwithſtanding the very plentiful Spring of her 
Fortune in her own Family, and the large Streams 
that low'd into it from her Marriage, the great Afflu- 
ence and mighty Abundance that ſurrounded her, came 
not ſo near her as to do her harm; was ſo far from 
affecting her Mind, that it did not reach even her Bo- 
dy ; and She thought her ſelf beſt diſtinguiſh'd from 
others, when her Apparel was more modeſt than theirs ; 
delighting herſelf chiefly in that moſt becoming Dreſs, 
and richeſt of all Attires, he Ornament of a meek and, per. 3.4. 
quiet Spirit, which is in the ſight of God of great Price. 
And when the Inclinations of others, rather than her 
own, lead her to Town, She ſeem'd to think that the 
Play-houſe made no part of it: Such Care did She 
take ſcarce to be ſeen, where ſo many of her Sex, Age 
and Quality, in a manner * Nor did She go thi- 
ther 
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ther to forget the Country, or her ſelf ; to be at a di. 
ſtance from the Abodes, and out of reach of the Ex. 
pectations of the Tenants, or hearing of the Cries of 
the Poor there ; (the no very laudable Motives that 
bring many of prime Quality and Fortune to Town, 
and keep them there) but wiſely to chuſe ont of the 
great variety: that was prefented to her there, what 
was fit to carry away with her, and would render her | 
moſt uſeful at her return. 
But to come to what was more immediately tran- 
ſacted betwixt God and her devout Soul: She was 
ſuch a conſtant frequenter of the Cloſet, that at home 
She was a great Example to the whole Family ; and of 
the Church, that She became fuch to the whole Con- 
gregation. She Heard (as I have often obſerved with 
Comfort) with that Reverence, as became the Word 
of God ; and with ſuch Attention, as if I had been 
ſpeaking only to her ſelf. And having acquitted her ſelf 
ſo laudably in a lower Form in Chriſt's School, She 
was deſirous to be examin'd, in order to her removal 
to an higher, that of the Communicants ; for She that | 
had ſo much delighted in her Saviour's Doctrine, could 
not but long for his Body and Blood; and became a 
remarkable Inſtance, how ſoon the Wedding-garment 
may be made ready by ſuch as ſet themſelves to work 
upon it in earneſt ; for I never admitted to the Holy- | 
Table, at any age, with more Satisfaction, than I did | 
her at Fifteen : She being well qualified for the Dige- 
ſtion of this ſtrong Spiritual Food, when others, of far 
more Years, are but Babes in Chriſt, fit only for the 
Mil of the Word. And when She had once taſted and 
ſeen how good the Lord was, upon the Holy Altar; She 
was ſo delighted with the high reliſh and bleſſed ſight, 
that She never let {lip one opportunity (that I remem- 


ber) 


— 


hr 


"Funeral of Mrs. Mercy Bromley. : 


*F 


ber) of preſenting herſelf there ; but thought her 
monthly as neceſſary as her daily Food. And here her 
Devotions were even and ſteady; Her Body kept pace 
exactly to the holy Motions of her Mind, but never 
out-went them; and whatever her Face Cas well as 
her Mouth) ſpake, was out of no other Abindance 
than that of the Heart. At theſe great and ſolemn Acts 


of Religion, her Counitetiance was grave, compos d. 


and ſerious; but not much diſtinguiſh d from it ſelf, 
by ſuch Impreſſions as the Fervotrs of ſome good Men 
and Women's devout Souls make in theirs ; and She 
hid her Devotion, whilſt She duly exercis'd it, as far 
as 'twas conſiſtent with the great Sincerity of it to lye 
conceal'd. | 
She diſcharg d every Relation She ſtood in fo well, 
and fo fully anſwer'd the Obligations of it, that She 
ow'd no Man any thing. She was a Daughter ſo ſtrict- 


ly Dutiful, and in a peculiar manner Obedient to her 


Parents, that She obey'd their very Inclinations, before 
they could diſcover themfelves in the awful dreſs of a 
Command ; and never grievd them but once (and 
when *twas impoſhble too, longer to pleaſe) that was, 
when She left them. 

She knew how to manage Friendſhip, to the true 
Ends and beſt Purpoſes of it, fo early, (which few 


live long enough to learn) that She had her ufeful 


Correſpondents at a time of her Life, at which others 


\ knew nothing beyond Play-fellows: And She gave 


fuller Proofs, and made better Evidence of her Pru- 
dence, wiſe Conduct, and conjugal Affection, in the 


compaſs of leſs than Thirteen Months, (the whole 
time She was permitted by God to become a great Ex- 


ample in the State of Wedlock) than ſome Marriages 
Cand-very happy ones too) have produc'd, during 
a 
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ther to forget the Country, or her ſelf ; to be at a di. 
ſtance from the Abodes, and out of reach of the Ex. 
pectations of the Tenants, or hearing of the Cries of | 
the Poor there ; (the no very laudable Motives that 
bring many of prime Quality and Fortune to Town, 
and keep them there) but wiſely to chuſe out of the 
great variety: that was prefented to her there, what 
was fit to carry away with her, and would render her 
moſt uſeful at her return. 

But to come to what was more immediately tran- 
ſacted betwixt God and her devout Soul : She was 
ſuch a conſtant frequenter of the Cloſet, that at home 
She was a great Example to the whole Family ; andof 
the Church, that She became fuch to the whole Con- 
gregation. She Heard (as I have often obſerved with 
Comfort) with that Reverence, as became the Word 
of God ; and with ſuch Attention, as if I had been 
ſpeaking only to her ſelf. And having acquitted her ſelf 
ſo laudably in a lower Form in Chriſt's School, She 
was defirous to be examin'd, in order to her removal 
to an higher, that of the Communicants ; tor She that | 
had ſo much delighted in her Saviour's Doctrine, could 
not but long for his Body and Blood; and became a} 
remarkable Inſtance, how ſoon the Wedding-garment 
may be made ready by ſuch as ſet themſelves to work 
upon it in earneſt ; for I never admitted to the Holy- | 
Table, at any age, with more Satisfaction, than I did 
her at Fifteen : She being well qualified for the Dige- 
ſtion of this ſtrong Spiritual Food, when others, of far 
more Years, are but Babes in Chrtit, fit only for the] 
A il of the Word. And when She had once faſted and 
ſeen how good the Lord was, upon the Holy Altar; She 
was ſo delighted with the high reliſh and bleſſed ſight, 
that She never let ſlip one opportunity (that I remem- 


ber.) 
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monthly as neceſſary as her daily Food. And here her 
Devotions were even and ſteady; Her Body kept pace 
exactly to the holy Motions of her Mind, but never 
out-went them; and whatever her Face (as well as 
her Mouth) ſpake, was out of no other Abundance 
than that of the Heart. At theſe great and ſolemn Acts 
of Religion, her Countetiance was grave, compos'd, 
and ſerious; but not much diftinguiſh'd from it ſelf, 
by ſuch Impreſſions as the Fervours of ſome good Men 
and Women's devout Souls make in theirs ; and She 
hid her Devotion, whilſt She duly exercis'd it, as far 
as twas conſiſtent with the great Sincerity of it to lye 
conceal'd. | 

She diſcharg'd every Relation She ſtood in fo well, 
and ſo fully anſwer'd the Obligations of it, that She 
ow'd no Man any thing. She was a Daughter ſo ſtrict- 


ly Dutiful, and in a peculiar manner Obedient to her 


Parents, that She obey'd their very Inclinations, before 
they could diſcover themſelves in the awful dreſs of a 


Command; and never griev'd them but once Cand 


when 'twas impoſſible too, longer to pleaſe) that was, 


when She left them. 


She knew how to manage Friendſhip, to the true 
Ends and beſt Purpoſes of it, ſo early, Cwhich few 
live long enough to learn) that She had her uſeful 


| Correſpondents at a time of her Life, at which others 


knew nothing beyond Play-tellows : And She gave 
fuller Proofs, and made better Evidence of her Pru- 


. dence, wiſe Conduct, and conjugal Affection, in the 


compaſs of leſs than Thirteen Months, (the whole 
time She was permitted by God to become a great Ex- 


ample in the State of Wedlock) than ſome Marriages 


{and very happy ones too) have produc'd, during 
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2 long Cohabitation; and lov'd the proper Object of 
her Affection in ſuch a manner, with ſuch Decenc 
and Diſcretion, as at the ſame time to ſhew She hated 
Folly. 

But having taken notice how laudably She acquit- 
ted her ſelf in all her other Relations, I would to 
God I could tell you, what Mother She had been too ; 
but he that was pleas'd to bleſs the Family in making 
her one, thought not fit in his Wiſdom to let our 
Knowledge go any farther ; but took her to that bleſ- 
ſed Place, where they neither Marry, nor are given in 
Marriage ; where the Cares, and the Name of a Mo- 
ther both ceaſe ; where all Tears are wip'd away from 
her Eyes, which fill and ſo overflow ours; to the City 
of the living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; and to an 
innumerable Company of Angels. To the general Aſſembly, 
and Church of the Firſt-born, which are written in Hea- 
ven ; and to God the Judge of all (and Abſolver of her 
ſelf.) To the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; and to 
Jeſus the Mediator of the new Covenant; and to the Blood 
of Sprinkling, that TE better things than that of Abel ; 
in which She was waſh'd, and preſented without Spot 
to God; and now for ever cloath'd in that white Ray- 
ment, which She ſo delighted in here, follows the 


Lamb whither ſoever he goes; which, if we follow 
her, we ſhall do alſo. 


FINIS. 


